writing i am thinking of the book i
david antin'
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as a form of kindness |
a permission to make new with vc
to engage with convention and little spatial resistances

dematerializing
and becoming

air 3
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one day, and that day will come, we will need to hold
never have wanted to before *

and to be radical in our visibility
crossing beyond the normative

there is no discipline higher than care for each other ©

one way to hold each other is in silence in the reverence of silent
care

these deeply creative practices of space making

of holding space

to be seen as a body among bodies, welcomed, cared for

the regenerative action of making with the body — of showing how the supposedly sick
or unhealthy body is capable of extraordinary, powerful poetry, physical performance
becomes profoundly significant”

tended to in tiny radical acts of kindness

just because

this is kindness that doesn’t need to be earned
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kindness that is very close to being invisible
our bumbling micro-gestures are deliberately and evidently inefficient and not “loving”
enough to change anything. And despite that, we do them 8

or on the other side we have the breaking kind of kindness, the raging kindness of refusal
and a care so deep that it cannot be contained

a kindness that looks like breakage ° a kindness that looks like breakage a kindness that
looks like a dismembered city a kindness that looks like legible change in resisting the
extractive status quo

and a standing alongside  a standing with in withness

born out of the absolute need to cherish the continually reborn other '°

the rejuvenation of community spirit and collective activity"

the placing of care in social life as central rather than incidental '

what is it to be held?"?

my body seems to dematerialize and become air'

there is nourishment in letting human time lapse to be in the arms of the weather

to experience time outside of calculated time
outside of human society

the time of a plant, the time of a stone

a decentered embrace in marginalized space

By embracing in weaponized spaces and dancing on landfills, informal collectives might
redistribute the weight of inequality. By welcoming the strangers, outcasts and refuse that
inhabit the margins of our sense of self, they can extend into kinder communities. '

she is

embedding tenderness in public spaces/
against the grain'®
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e reqenemhw mr Launy
W,;}Z‘ it really exhausting '
l mm: inue to be present there

’ h&iw[.l{h out of friendship those friendships born on by
‘ r  across time

the deep kindness of a relationship built on truth and trust through sustained presence,
listening to the needs of others empathetically and responding with care '®

flvmg way and going on our way in plural, permeated compa
evity and nuance - editing, unbuckling, rewewmg work to
available for use.”

unique conditions for developing a connection with participants that was based upon
trust, sensorial connectivity, and friendship 2°

alongside friendship this issue explores kindness that goes beyond holding and

into resistance  each of the pieces in this issue provides granular attention to acts of
kindness that go beyond common sense  that break the logic of a culture - in their
intensity or their minimalism in their ability to enter awkward, unprecedented and
uncomfortable spaces for the sake of providing care where it wasn't before  we support
each other to ask difficult questions

Why is it that kindness is not understood as part of our workplace obligations? What is it
about kindness, care, and emotional warmth that appears unfitting, or even suspicious,

within the academic environment? %'

sometimes with a simple question your entire orientation to the world can shift
space is made

to ensure non-discriminatory educational and labour policies **
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each article in this journal holds klndness in its hands to feel |ts welght t@ feel lts E
potential ¥
to test its boundaries its contradictions the spaces it offers and potentlally
S|multaneous|y the spaces it shuts down

f.f %

someti:fnés the imperative to hold to be k_ind to be generous prevents
transformation when transformation is needed

mthls journal we explore a kindness that goes further
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